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NNAS NEWSLETTER 

10th April 2024 

            In this issue: 

• Gold Tutor course North Wales 

• “Moderation” chat by James Woodhouse  

• Potential Gold Tutor course in the SW 

• Navigator pin badges 

 

GOLD TUTOR COURSE NORTH WALES 

We still have spaces on our Gold Tutor course happening on the 25th May near Tryfan in North 

Wales. This is for experienced Bronze & Silver course directors wishing to deliver Gold Navigator 

Awards.  For further details and to book a place, please use this link: 

 Gold Tutor course North Wales 

WHAT NNAS MEANS BY “MODERATION” 

The NNAS has made great strides in recent years to achieve external accreditation with the SCQF and   

secure closer working partnerships with other outdoor bodies such as Mountain Training England. This 

has been possible partly as a result of our developing quality assurance practices and also our                 

delivery model. In particular, the introduction of a regional framework that can support CPD and         

moderation on a regional basis is seen as a considerable strength as it allows for sharing of best practice, 

self-development and self-governance. 

The word "moderation" can conjure up all manner of bad memories of clipboard use, an "inspection" 

smile and sunglasses that give nothing away. Within the NNAS moderation on a regional basis should be 

seen more as peer-to-peer supported learning than an inspection resulting in a pass, fail or action plan. 

The aim is to continue to develop a community of practice in which excellence is sought and shared. This 

process needs to be recorded in the usual digital or paper form as it is evidence of our best practice. 

 

There have been instances where individuals, whether Providers or Course Directors, have been found 

not to be following NNAS best practices or not serving their clients in line with NNAS guidelines. In these 

circumstances, it has been necessary to conduct a moderation which reviews practice as a result of a    

reported or observed omission or failure, which would be a significantly different circumstance from 

planned peer-to-peer moderation. It may be helpful for all to speak about "supported learning" in the first 

case and "moderation" in the latter. 

 

The aim of the NNAS is to develop ways to improve the navigation of those who take its courses. Without 

Providers and/ or Course Directors who aspire to do this the NNAS will not deliver. We will all do better if 

we train together, trust each other and share our mutual excellence to the benefit of all. Moderation is 

https://nnas.justgo.com/workbench/public/events?ref=861E87F54886CECFA5438F73B4734FF09F2203B5
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necessary but is often after the fact. Supported learning can take place in advance and in a coaching     

environment where practice can improve and knowledge shared. It is certainly my hope and expectation 

that I will deliver fewer moderations and more training events, with considerable mutual benefit. 

James Woodhouse 

Technical Advisor  

NNAS 

NAVIGATOR METAL PIN BADGES 

On the 1st May the cost of the Navigator pin badges will rise from £3 to £3.20, so if you are       

planning to purchase some for your candidates, it’s worth getting your order in before the price 

rise. You can buy them on JustGo in the Shop area, or you can simply email info@nnas.org.uk 

with your requirements. 

GOLD TUTOR COURSE IN THE SOUTH WEST 

We are considering running a Gold Tutor course in the Dartmoor or Bodmin Moor area in July, 

probably the 13th.  If you would be interested in attending, and have achieved (or are close to 

achieving) the prerequisites of having delivered 5 Bronze and 5 Silver Navigator courses, please 

get in touch with the office info@nnas.org.uk.  

And lastly!  If you have a story to tell about a group/individual you have delivered NNAS 

courses to, please send it to the office info@nnas.org.uk.  Photos are also very welcome! 

https://www.instagram.com/nnas_award_scheme/
https://www.facebook.com/NationalNavigationAwardScheme/
https://twitter.com/nnas_uk
mailto:info@nnas.org.uk

